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INVERSE WRITING IS A DISEASEIII (
WITH TT6 '

-- (SJsTV
45

She Practiced It Unconsciously in Letters io Friends From Abroad, and Is
Now Under the Care of a Specialist. He Calls Her Trouble a Kind of Amnesia,
Due io Nervousness Brought On by Fatigue and Excitement, and Thinks She
Will Rccovcr.V..ji

ctfayci? jrs6 - oc wsrvwl- -QyvSw'SQs- -
written-- rcn th '. bun pat kki'L'bugl

A young woman promlrent In Gotham so-

cial circles, end of wealthy parentage. Is

under the caro of o. New York specialist, i

Doctor Carleton Simon, for e, strange nerv-

ous affliction. It Is claed as something

akin to agraphia, and her attacks resemble
amnesia, pending the duration cf which

rht writes Inversely.
T1.9 doctor pays tha trouble. Is 3u to

tho reparation or the nerve cells In that
portion of the brala controlling the written
thought lie knowa of only cno ether case
of the kind.

Tiie roans woman's nsaia Is suppressed.
It Is only fcr.rwr. thut her first name Is
Ella. Recently the has been traveling In
Kuropn, and It was In letters from Euro-
pean capitals that she first cave evidences
cf lier trouble. The'.s letters sho wroto
wholly or In rart Inverselythat K the
formation of tho characters and words was
as If written In the usual way on the re-

verse side of tha sheet and Vtevtei through
the paper.

Her friends were puzzled at first. They
did not know how or la what language tha
letters had been written. It was only

'When one of tha recipients accidentally he! J
her letter before a mirror that tha key to
the puzzle vu dUccvertfd. Tha mirror re-

versed tha Inverse writing to a normal
position, and It was then easily read. Then
her friends thought It was only a clever
Jake perpetrated by a clsver girl.

'.'1a nvTw.) !2i

A few daya ego Mls Ella returned from
her fortlga trip. Sho had hardly reached
her homo when the friends who had been
recehlng her o.ue.vr letters began to con-
gratulate her on the tsuccess of her Joke.
and to wonder hew In the world she had
been r,bl to wrlto so well In that way.

"I tried to do the tint thing-,- said one.
"and I Just couldn't. I wrote my name
that way, but It didn't look like anything.
even when I held It before a mirror. How
do you write that way 7"

"That's Just what I want to know," eald
mother. "And you must do It so easily, or
you couldn't write those long letters that
way. How long did you havo to practice?"

"It looked Just like some type I saw once
when I went to a newspaper ofilc. and nry
cousin Jack showed me through. And I
couldn't read that at'alV said a third.

Miss Ola looked puzzled at the first ics-tlo- n.

bewildered at ths second, and worried
at tho third.

"Why, my dear girls, what ara yen speak-
ing of?" she asked.

"Oh, don't try to get c-- it," answered
on. "You ought t3 b proud of it. I
would, I cm tizre."

"It was so clover," laughed cne of tha.
others.

"And JacJi cays yon are tha only one In
'our cet that could have done It." sail tha
third.

"But, really, I don't know I don't under-
stand you." lntlstei Miss Ella.

ll

"Why. It's your letters."
II y letters? Was thero anything un-

usual about them? I know I wrl:a an
awful scrawl, but thero Is nothing clever
In that. You girls don't write any totter
than I do."

Miss Ella was not so ruzzled now. but
she was piqued.

Her friends, too. were plrreed. The con-

versation threatened to become frigidly for-

mal when one cf the girls drew a letter
from her purse.

"You see, my dear; wo really couldn't
understand It until I threw It open on my
dresser and then ncldontally noticed that
tho mirror reflected It In tla proper s!..ipe."

MtsJ Uila took tho letter, looked at It a
moment and turned to tho last page. Thero
eho saw, "right slda up." "Yours,
El."

"P!d I really wrllo that?" she asked.
ThU was carrying the Juke too far. Th.-

callers wero becoming decidedly Indignant.
And they showed It la their faces and In
their cool behavior.

Then Hiss Klla began to cry.
The upshot of It was that 17.1.. explained

that sho did not have the slightest
of having written her lettcra

In an unusual way. Sho did not mean to,
end she could not account for It. She re-

membered what was In tha letters, and
she remembered that 6he wrote to certain
girls from certain places at certain times.
Cut sho did cot remember having written
Inversely.

Sho was palpably d'.strf sfd and shnwed
ourh of hjstrria that the next day
iKvtor SUaon was called to see bor. Pho
explained htr who!" case to him. She said
Ehe had been sightseeing so busily that sho
was completely rial down, and at time. mi
extremely nervous. Sha rhowed tho pli'-oicl-

tome of tho letters sho had written.
and asked htm to please tell her what had
cnuscd har to wrlto tJiem that way.

Tho physician was puzzled. He told her
ho did not know; for thli physician was
frank. Ho couldn't understand the case a
bit. Nor could ho understand bow hlj
Ptirnt could wrlto In such a way. l!o
tnod It ami failed moat dlsmdly. He
crcsed h'j t'a and dotted his fa at tha
wrong end, and xroto backhand when ho
should have written with a decided
s.ant. Hut lie told illss Ella, to lako a
certain powder and to rest very thorough-
ly, and ho would cotno back tho neit day.

Doctor Simon was very much Interested
In tho case. He rememlered to havo read
In a musty old medical book of a case sim-

ilar to tills one, and ho looked the book
up. There were points of dissimilarity be-

tween th two cases, and they pomplicatfd
matters. In tho ca;o that waa recorded, the
man who was afflicted was clearly a vic-

tim of paresis: In this case ho knew there
was nothing of tha kind, or at least that
if there was It was In Its inciplency. lint
eftor many hour3 of stuly and research
and consultation, he decided that hjs first
dUguojls was correct Tl.o young woman
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wa very nervous from tho ttHtf.irnt and
fatigue of tho foreign trip, and her -s

had taken this p.e jllar avenue
of manifestation.

Tho first page of ane of th letters writ-

ten by the young woman H shown here.
It was written from Quicnstown last
March, and It will be noticed that th
uddrtS-- J and first few lines are reversed.
The original, held up to the light with the
writing on the side of the paper opposite
the reader, shows that the wordj are:

i '
I
I "irr DEAIt JOHN :
I

t "1ST HOTEI. IB CHOWPED Wl'lil :
I
1 AMERICANS. jUi 81GKTSEEI:;0. x

I

The rest cf tha letter is written la the
usual way.

Ton will observe that the formation of
the characters In the reversed lines Is very
steady." eaid Doctor Eiraoa. "Tho reason
for this is explained by tho words In tha
body of the letter: My nrvousnes Is

much Letter.' She was evidently wholly
unconscidus of the fact that Just above
these word.i she had glvon undoubted proof
of very a.-- nervousness. The writing
in the body of tha letter Is much moro
tteady than In the preface.

"I consider that the unfortunate condition
was brought on by nervousness, snd that
It Is enly temporary. Already there ore
slgr.s of Improvement. Now end then she
relapses into tha habit of writing inversa- -

The physician tuaiw;puss!e2b
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ly, but she recognizes ths f ict immediate-
ly. She haj written In that way e.t my
dictailon. but tha results have always
shown labored effort

"The diseaio 13 allied to agnaphia, which
arises from the paralysis of the nerve
centers In tha brain which control ibt
power of expressing thought lit writing. It
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The Ftrst EenteriC Is Written from Right to Left. th9 cf tha Letters Bsnr Ha-
vers ed.

ST. LOUIS YOUNGSTERS WILL APPEAR IN

...A PLAYETTE...

STE CRISTO'S WEDDIHG,"
FOR A CHARITY.

TJTtnTEN- rop. Tiro snrDAT r.nruui-T- a

"Monte Cristo's Wedding," a children's
play, written by Mrs. II. D. Plttmon, will
be produced by youngsters at the Grand
Opera-heus- e Fri'ay evening and Saturday
matinee, this week, for the benefit of tho
Martha Tarzons Free Hospital for Chil-

dren.
About forty CtKo folks, sins snd daugh-

ters of well-know- n citizens, will take parts;
and the stage nettings are to be especially
attractive. The play Is a spectacular com-erd- y,

without plot, and sivs opportunity
for the Introduction cf a number of special
featurev It Is, la reality, a clever assem-
bling cf popular real and ficti-
tious; the climax beln.7 reached in the
marriage of the Count to "Ths Rrtdo
Elect."

Mrs. Malaprop and Bob Acres will
witty remarhs with Admiral Dewey

end Queen Victoria; Cyrano ds Uergerao
and Roxane will "da a turn" with "The
Cowboy and tho Lady." and many other

but amusing situations wl'l ha
worked out Ths dialogue Is delightfully
crisp, with an unusual number cf clever
puns and local "hits."

The costuming, is ell under Mr.
Jacob Mahler's supervision. Is elaborate and
true to the ooet. and tha stage picture will
be cne rarely equaled in beauty. Incidental
to the play there will te a number of
dances and sorgs composed especially for
the occasion: In fact, the whole performance
Is replete with novelty.

Among the principals are:
Bth:l Cummlsgs. a dainty mis3 of 12. wha

will take the pnrr. cf Mrs. Malaprop, In tho
first act. Her work at rehearsals has shown
keen appreciation cf the lines, tnd she is a
clever little actress besides. la tho second
act sho will pppcar In costume as
"Lohengrin" and will do a dance written
for her by Mr. Manler.

Roberta Herold. 7 years old. will elng. la
German, tha song "The Widow," and In
tho second net will do a cake-wal- k with
Helen Tor, which ks counttd cne of the
surprises of the evening. Ehe will also lead
ths '"Dutch Danc&" with Aimer Cassldy.
who will play Oom Paul to her Mrs. Kru-g- r.

Bob Acres will bo Impersonated by
Bernle Thole, whoss make-u- p Is

lclmltabls. He throws much eplrlt Into his
rather lengthy role, and makes a clever
picture of Joseph Jefferson In miniature.
In the second act ha will lead ths Polish
dance with Marguerite Rrooka.

Irma Krause. a talented little mlS3 of 11

years, will have abundant opportunity for
the display of her talents as a singer,
dancer and actress. She will sins "The
Girl From Paris" with charming
accent, and "Tha Innocent Maid." which
has been changed somewhat. In :he latter
song she will be assisted b7 Ruth Mitchell
and a chorus of little girls.

Robert Conroy Is another --ycar-o!d boy
who has all the confidence of a tralacd
actor. He Is at home anywhere, and a
gnat dncr. He irlll take th part of th

is, in roma rcspeet3, akin to aphasia, tha
n but strange disease which robs)

a patient at times of the power --of speech
r.r.'J r.ut infrequently causes him to forge)
his Identity and his home and friends. An
c:Tort haa been made to explain such cases
as the present one on the hypothesis of
hypnotism, but I do r.ot think It enters
tnio tho Hat of causes here."
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characters,

which

fancy

French

Musketeer, and with his rartner, Starloa
Heffeman. cs Ml will do a coquetto
duo which Is very "fetching."

The complete cast cf characters is aj
follows:
Monts Crista.. John Stertr.s reaaj
Ef.i Uejt .......Kit-V-- nnn
Mtster of Ceremonies.
Mrs. Maiajres ...,
E!r Liidni 0Trtxger. ..
Ta iimcier. ..............
Hob Acres
Adalral D;r-- y .
Admlrsi S&sipaoa ...
Tho Co ti bej
The Ladr ... .

Mis Snswna&o

Grc Waihlrptoa Crew
Cotra Victoria.
Cyraao
Itmaas

IVrtr...,
rjerca Maid ...
CoiunM ...
GBcrU Quayle....
Tha ITaikel.-T.-..

MI Laay
, &rpre Jorrpblna .......
I Zkau !iru.linil

Karbara .......
Tb Uellj
It-- i 6v.II .

Vi

Lady,

UBsllsa

...r.uth iutchn
Xthel Cuinxmng--

..Grethchea Bala
..Frank Sale

............Bernard Tbolfl
.........Altert Aloe)

.Miroa Aloa)

H?!ea Tors
--Jcbasc&h Franifnthal

,...RoS-rt- a llerola
Helen Tor

' Edna Sicca
.......... Joseph ilorUrtj)

...Margaret Hetli
-- ....rraak Hall Kentncs..... .XrRia ICracsj

.....Xarie nets
........Manrurrite Erocke..... ....rtcbert Cocrcy

Marion Hefferaan
....... ...Sarah Tats!

Ie Tate
Elsie Luytles

....Jtarfraret rowall
..Vbner Ca.i!dj

The Pt .. ii.ri. n- r. .

The tbta, D.y Jeaan. Werthetaar
XocMtstal to (he play:

ACTI.
Sorbin from Tari. rnm
Sont-T- he Way to Ask a CM to Mrrr.

""' - Frank Hu Kntno
r-n:. Koly Oty ....i:UUl V

D.nc-Cn- aOJ
JIorfirt3iU,Kn Latir. Caat

Soeir-S- ay Tou Ix,v. Me. 6u Abner anM,Ince-Ate-U RumTt, niw. Doll Jeanne wertheta.rvTen iJa.Tma Le:j ua Oat
Marie I,ncl Gueothasocc (in German) Tie Little WlJo-a-

Roberta Herein
ACT II.

Caka Walk Hel--a Tore and Roberta HeroM
Ar.ifta by M.irle Hera. Frask Keatnor. Edcs,

S'ngfr. Abcer Carsiiy. Marie Loci::,
Guenther, Marcaret Towell. Albert

and Mlron AIM.
La rtelU Dane Jahaonah Frackenthal
Ilariequi ran-?- e Ruth MitohaO
Lofcengrla r;theJ Cucralnt
CuptJ llaxrartt PowcQ
Dewey and Eamjuon nercslp

Altert anl Mlroa Aloe
Tolish Dance.Marxart Brooke and Bernard ThoJe
Be,fra Helen Tor
CL-p- and the Datterfly

..Margaret Towell and Marie LucM, Guestaer
Ccijoette Duo Marlon II: Cere an acd Robert

CVmroy.

Sorg. The Little Tla BoW!er.-....Ra- th Mitchell
The Iunoctnt Mail irma, Kraas
Dtitch Dance
Margaret Keale. Sarah Tate. Frank Keatnor.

Jss-p- h Moriarty. Kathleen Eenham. Irma
Kraue. Frank eI. Ls Tate. led

by Roberta It-r- and Abntr
Casridy.

Coart Gavotte Eatin Caai
Tha performance closes with the, de-

parture of Monta Crlsto and his bride on
their honeymoon tour, amid a. shower trle and confetti.


